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ABSTRACT

This position paper examines the dynamics of the 2019 general elections as well as the impacts of the politics of
inconclusive elections in the political development of Kwankwasiyyah movement in Kano. The paper provides
in critical terms an over-view of the history of elections in Nigeria since the beginning of the 4" republic as well
as the origin, history and manifestation of Kwankwasiyya including the prediction on its political prospects after
the 2019 general elections. It also highlights the history of the progression in the Kano politics ahead of the
2019 general elections, the response of the critical stakeholders in election process in Kano especially the media,
domestic and foreign election observers as well the response of the general public on the Kano elections. The
paper adopted mixed methodology of literature review and field interviews to ascertain the extent of the impacts
of the 2019 general elections on Kwankwasiyyah movement.
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Introduction
The aftermath of the 2019 general elections in Nigeria has left some lessons for the students of power and
politics especially with about seven states of Kano, Sokoto, Adamawa, Benue, Bauchi, Jos, and River State
having their elections declared inconclusive by the Independent National Electoral Commission. Out of these
states where elections were declared inconclusive, Kano State and its historic political development before the
re-run elections have no doubt shaped the history of politics and conduct of elections in Nigeria. Kano becomes
popular in the political scene of Nigeria especially during the 2011 general elections because of several reasons.
Popular among them is the political popularity of the founder of the opposition movement in Kano Senator
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso and the political development that trailed the seating Governor Abdullahi Umar
Ganduje especially outbreak of the corruption allegations against his APC led government.
Before the conduct of the 2019 general elections, not many political commentators are certain about who may
possibly wins the Kano polls between the ruling All Progressive Congress led by the serving Governor Ganduje
and opposition People Democratic Party led by Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso. The reason according to Tukur (2019)
was as a result of massive support enjoyed by both the two strong political actors. Ganduje for instance, is
believed to be enjoying the support of the power of incumbency and that of the Federal mighty as well as the
majority of the political power brokers in Kano who are mostly government appointees who takes control of
many political territories within state Bahar (2019). These plus other political reasons such as the corruption
allegation against the serving Governor of Kano by the popular journalist Ja’afar Ja’afar, the political influence
of some prominent APC stalwarts including his wife are believed to be some of the major political scenario that
characterized the political development in Kano prior to the conduct of the 2019 general elections.
Kwankwaso and his Peoples Democratic Party are however, predicted to emerge as the possible winners of the
2019 general elections in Kano because of the wide spread of his political ideology “Kwankwasiyyah
movement” which in the views of Hannatu (2019) is a movement of politics ethics and ideas revived by its
pioneer founder former Governor Rabiu Kwankwaso aimed at reviving the political ideas of the founding
members of radical politics in Northern Nigeria. It is a movement that seeks to play politics different from the
way it is practiced in the present 4™ republic.
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The final political scenario that makes Kano politics very unique was the declaration of its Governorship
election inconclusive. At the March 9™ 2019 Governorship elections the ruling APC and its gubernatorial
candidate Abdullahi Umar Ganduje scored (987,819) votes while the opposition PDP gubernatorial candidate
Abba Kabir Yusuf scored a total of (1,014,474) votes PM News (2019). This development led to the declaration
of Kano State governorship election as inconclusive as a result of some electoral violence that characterized
elections at Gama and other electoral wards in the state. Electoral Umpire ordered for re-run elections at the
affected wards. According to the Kano State INEC Resident Electoral Commissioner for Kano Prof. Riskuwa
Arabu Shehu the re-run election will make up the 141,694 votes cancelled by INEC in the March 9" March
Governorship and State House of Assembly elections in the state.

Many political commentators believed that, the outcome of the governorship inconclusive elections in Kano
may have consequential effects on the political doctrine and movement of Kwankwasiyah. For the simple reason
that, the 2019 general elections is assessed to be the determinant factors of the political strength of
Kwankwasiyya movement as well as the political fortune of the founder of the movement himself especially
that, the election has been declared in favour of the ruling APC.

The objectives of this paper is to conduct an extensive analysis of the outcome of the 2019 general elections in
Kano, the politics of inconclusive elections, as well as its effects on the political prospects of Kwankwasiyyah
movement in Nigeria. The research adopted mixed methodology approach of field interviews and literature
review with a view to ascertaining primary views of the people of Kano.

Historical Over-view of Elections in Nigeria

Since return to civil rule in 1999, there has been unending debate among Nigerians as regard to their experiences
of elections and electoral processes in Nigeria. Though many factor characterized conduct of elections in
Nigeria critical among them are electoral malpractices including snatching of ballot boxes, vote buying, voters
intimidation, corruption and illegitimate use of money during elections, religious and ethnic affliations,
regionalization of the political parties, power of incumbency, and politics of god-fatherism Mustapha, Fatima &
Muritala (2018). Added to these challenges, there are the challenges of in-efficiency from the site of the
electoral empire, as well as militarization and use of force during election

On the aspect of corruption in the conduct of elections in Nigeria for instance, many people observed that,
during party primaries, and political campaign rallies, politicians make use of excess funds to win the support of
the political power brokers within party structures by making sure that, they have secured the mandate of their
respective political parties. Evidently however, by extension to larger polls they used money to buy up party
delegates, induced party leadership and pay for political thugs to disrupt electoral processes. Even though the
electoral act make it clear on the political campaign expenses, politicians spent huge millions of naira to
campaign within their political territories. During elections also, cases of vote buying, voters inducement as well
as inducement of the electoral officers characterized the conduct of elections in Nigeria. At a one-day public
hearing by the National Assembly Joint Committee on INEC, the National Chairman of Nigeria’s electoral
empire Prof. Mahmud Yakubu once declared “since 1999 we have heard several confessional statements by
willing partisan actors on how our electoral process is subverted and voters as well as election personal are
induced through the use of food items, kitchen utensils, automobiles, electrical appliances, clothing, toiletries,
sandwitch and so on, on an election day Jide (2019).

Another factor that characterized the conduct of elections in Nigeria is ethnic nature of the way political parties
are based. Many political observers noted that, election in Nigeria since 1960 has been shaped by ethnic
consideration by the Nigerian voters. Northern People Congress for instance was the dominant political party
that won the majority seats of the Federal Legislative posts in the North during the 1960 elections in Nigeria
simply because it was a political party set up by the Northern leaders under the headship of Sir Ahmadu Bello.
Same thing goes to the Action Group which was a dominant political party in the South-Western parts of
Nigeria because of the popularity of its founders the likes of Samuel Akintola and Obafemi Awolowo similar
example goes to the NCNC the party whose dominance was more pronounce in the eastern part of the country
under the headship of Nnamdi Azikwe. These ethnic feelings influenced the voting behavior of the Nigerian
people and unfortunately, the trend was sustained till the present politics of the 4" republic
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Political Parties and their Ethnic Bases 1951-1966

Party Leaders Regional Ethnic Support
Northern People Congress (NPC) Sir. Ahamdu Bello North Hausa/Fulani
Action Group (AG) Chief Obafemi Awolowo West Yoruba
National Council of Nigerian Citizens Dr, Nnamdi Azikwe East Igbo, Edo
(NCNC) (Yoruba)
Northern Element Progressive Union Alh Aminu Kano North (Kano & Hausa/Fulani
(NEPU) Zaria)
United Midle Belt Congress (UMBC) Joseph Tarka Middle Belt Tiv Biron
Dynamic Party (DP) Dr. Chike Obi East Igbo
Mobolaje Grand Alliance (MGA) Alh Adegoke Adelabu West Ibadan/Y oruba
Niger Delta Congress (NDC) Harold Biriye East Ijaw/Kalabari
United National Independence Party NIP-UNP Coalition East Ibibio
(UNIP)
Igbirra Tribal Union George Ohikire North Igbira
Nigerian National Democratic Party Chief Samuel Akintola West Osun/Oy,
(NNDP) Yoruba
Bornu Youth Movement (BYM) Mr. Abba Gana North Kanuri
Mid-West Democratic Front (MDF) Apostle John Edokpolor Mid-West Benin
Nigerian National Alliance (NNA) NPC-NNDP Coalition North-west
Northern Progressive Forum (NPF) NEPPU-UMBC Coalition North
Out-Edo Chief Omo Osagie
United Progressive Grand Alliance A.G.-NCNC Coalition
(UPGA)
Socialists Workers and Farmers Party Dr, T. Ogbeye
(SWFP)
United National Party (UNP) Alvan Ikoku East Igbo
National Independence Party (NIP) Dr, E. U. Ujoma, Jaja Nwacchukwu, Prof. East Igbo
Eyo Ita
Democratic Party of Nigeria and Dr, Mbadiwe K.O East Igbo
Cameroun (DPNC)
National Emancipation League (NEL) M. R. B. Otun West Yoruba
Benin Delta Peoples Party (BDPP) EB Ogunje Mid-West

Source: Nwachkwu S. N, Austin A. & Nwosu E. O. (2014),

Electoral rigging is another factor that characterized the conduct of elections in Nigeria. From 1999 to 2003,
2007, 2011, 2015 and 2019 general elections, political contenders across all levels of the elections complaint of
electoral rigging. Election rigging in the views of many assume the following form, stealing of ballot boxes,
inflate of voters numbers, ghost voting control, voting of unregistered voters. Use of political thugs to mount
pools bribery of electoral officials, intimidation of dominant party agents its opponents, manipulation of election
outcome through the body conducting elections Joe Project (No date).

These acts of electoral rigging led to the outbreak of several election and post-election violence across several
states in Nigeria. The violence led to the loss of lives and properties with attendant effects on the socio-
economic and political prosperity of the nation. As argued by Kehinde (2019), the senseless killings and
destruction that trailed 2019 elections in most parts of the country present a perturbing contradiction to the
electoral aspiration of the majority of the citizens as tension continue to rise about the general elections amidst a
deeply tensed security environment and an already ailing economy. Consequentially however, youths who are
the most potential resource of the nation are used by the over-ambitious politicians to mastermind the electoral
violence without mincing the negative effects of their actions for the Nigerian state.

Unending judicial cases emanating from the outcomes of the several elections in Nigeria since 1999 also
constitute another characteristics of the conduct of elections in Nigerian. Almost all elections conducted in
Nigeria since 2003 are contested at various election petition tribunals. This is indeed a big financial burden for
both the political parties and their respective candidates. Nwagboso (2011) the governorship and legislative
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tribunals in Abia, Bayelsa, Adamawa, Enugu, Ondo, Ekiti, Kogi and Edo states nullified elections of state
governors and some members of the national and state house of assemblies on the ground of electoral fraud and
irregularities, Another critical concern is the manner at which some of the electoral petitions are allegedly
determined in favour of the highest bidders. Since after the conduct of the 1999 general elections, there had been
reported cases of judicial inducement as well as use of money to buy judgment by some influential politicians in
Nigeria. President Muhammadu Buhari for instance had complaint about the partisanship of Nigerian judges in
determining cases of election petitions especially with his experience of the 2003, 2007 and 2011

Another factor is the cases of electoral and post electoral violence recorded during general elections in 2003,
2007, 2011 and indeed 2015. The outcome of these elections is usually contested and citizens who felt
dissatisfied with the outcome of the election took to the street to demonstrate their anger. Sometimes the
demonstrations ended violent with attendant consequences on the loss of lives and properties. As captured by
Human Rights Watch (2007), in General Buhari’s home town Daura, supporters of his opposition All Nigerian
Peoples Party (ANPP) rioted when it was discovered that, electoral officials had delivered only half of the ballot
papers that should have arrived at the polling stations. In the clashes that ensued, homes and business of the
prominent PDP members were torched, two people were killed and at least six were wounded. The following
day in Daura general hospital, human rights watch saw several badly wounded young men including one young
teenager who had been shot in the stomach allegedly by the soldiers attempting to bring the rioting under
control.

Militarization of the electoral process is also another major characteristic of the conduct of elections in Nigeria.
Foreign and domestic observers during different elections in Nigeria since 1999 alleged that, security personals
are allegedly involved in electoral rigging most a time in favour of the ruling parties. The recent scenario in
Kano during the 2019 general elections is a testimony to this assertion as police for instance were evidently
accused of being used to aid the opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) to win the Governorship elections
in Kano. As captured by Danjuma (2019) the Kano Police Commissioner was giving PDP protection, he has no
right to arrest my deputy governor. In fact we could have taken him to the court for doing that because he went
against the constitution, particularly because the deputy Governor has immunity. In another testimony, Rabilu
(2019) argued, we have seen in one of the poling units at Gama, how police inspector aided by six other police
mobile officers dispersed voters and whisked away a ballot box in to their police hilux van and all attempt by
the citizens to prevent that from happening failed hence the police officers shot sporadically to scare people.
Kano and Politics of Kwankwasiyyah Movement

Kwankwasiyya movement is a political ideology developed by the former civilian governor of Kano State Eng.
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso with the sole aim of reviving the politics of trust worthiness, serving the masses and
provision of critical infrastructural facilities that are meant to better the lives of the people. As captured by
Olutomiwa (2015), to any development-minded observer, the Kwankwaso feat in Kano will naturally raise
consciousness about the mind of this humble man at work, particularly the meticulous prioritization of the
projects and shrewd implementation viz-a-viz the basic interest of the people. The founder of the movement
Kwankwaso Rabiu Musa develop the philosophy of his political ideals having accorded priority to people as the
centerpiece of his political movement. His second coming as Kano State Governor in 2011 influenced the
popularization of the movement especially in Kano with his massive choice of priority areas of human
development in Kano. As argued by Olutomiwa (2015), the choice of education, urban renewal, road
construction, housing, empowerment and sports as top priorities of the government was not by accident. It was
well thought-out agenda designed to address pressing development challenges of Kano people.

To taste the popularity of the Kwankwasiyyah leadership ideology, Kwankwaso accorded priority to the
development of education by strengthening the educational institutions, establishment of new schools at the
level of secondary and tertiary levels as well as sponsorship of the state indigenes to study various fields of
human development. As captured by Olutomiwa (2015), Kwankwaso who reckoned that his lift in life has been
education justified the establishment of the North-West University, the second state owned University after
Kano State University of Science and Technology Wudil as avenue to get many more of the young people
educated since placement in the Federal institutions are limited compared to demand. This is different from the
hundreds of state indigenes sponsored to study various courses in the field of aviation, medicine, pharmacy, and
other science courses. The administration also embarked on massive revolution around girl child education, and
enforced a complete ban child labour and street begging. Olutomiwa (2015).
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In the area of human empowerment, Kwankwaso administration employed over six thousand graduates in to the
state civil service as at 2013, and about 2000 others employed under the state employment committee in various
federal and private institutions Olutomiwa (2015). This is in addition to the training of over 300,000 youths in
various trades now running their small scale businesses. Beside all these, government went ahead to establish 44
garment industries in addition to 37 micro finance banks it created to facilitate entrepreneurship in all the 44
local government areas in the state Olutomiwa (2015).

Kwankwassiyya administration in Kano also emphasized parts of its ideology, massive infrastructural
development and urban renewal as part of the administration’s hope to transformed Kano state to a 21* century
urban city. As argued by Olutomiwa (2015), under Kwankwaso as Governor of Kano urbanization in the ancient
city has created squalor and congestion which got the government working on the creative ways of decongesting
the city. This has necessitated the reconstruction and expansion of several roads, dualized with sidewalks. Even
at huge cost Kano skyline in the night is inviting as the streets are lighted up, re-enforcing the strive at
modernization. Added in to these infrastructural development Kwankwaso Olutomiwa (2015) added, the
magnificent 24 kilometre Kofar Nasarawa flyover, one of the longest in West Africa, the Murtala Muhammad
flyover (2) kilometres, and Obasanjo flyover (half a kilomtre) and others around the city are noteworthy.
Kwanso administration also embarked on massive road networking across the 44 local government in Kano state
Olutomiwa (2015).

Also due to his passion for infrastructural development Kwankwaso administration embarked on the
construction of new cities around Kano metropolis which saw Kano city expanding beyond its old territories.
Olutomiwa (2015) argued, Kwankwaso developed three modern cities namely: the Kwankwasiyya city, Amana
city and Bandirawo city. The massive estates in exquisite four, three and two bedroom duplexes and detached
bungalows are modern with all basic infrastructures and conveniences.

Kwankwaso’s administration also developed commerce and economic activities in order to strengthen the
economic development of Kano Olutomiwa (2015), argued, the government of Kwankwaso developed two
independent power projects (IPP) at Chalawa and Tiga dams thereby generating some 35 megawatts of
electricity for the enhancement of the commercial activities in Kano.

These plus many more monumental strides developed by the Kwankwaso government in Kano in the areas of
agriculture, sports, environment and justice are the major transformation kwankwasiyya political movement
brought to the political lime light of Kano. These many political observers believed make the founder of the
movement very identical of his political aspiration of building a new political empire coherent to that of the
popular Kano politician Malam Aminu Kano. There is an element prudency and accountability in the
management of the state resources, honesty and sincerity in attending to the major needs and aspiration of the
people as well as political discipline Samarah (2019). Many had however, sees the giant stride of the
Kwankwasiyya movement as a good step toward nationalizing the political ideology. As argued by Olutomiwa
(2015), for a government which inherited N77billion debt fully repaid and without borrowing a kobo to finance
the various projects in the state, Kwankwasiyya as a leadership philosophy deserves a second look in an
environment where corruption thrives at all levels including family microcosm where cronyism is the rule
rather than exception.

2019 General Elections: the Inconclusive Elections and Kano Experience

Kano is among the seven states where the 2019 governorship elections were declared inconclusive. At the
inconclusive governorship poll, opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) was leading with slight margin. The
returning officer for Kano State Prof. BB Shehu while giving a breakdown of the figures said, the total number
of registered voters is 5,426,989, accredited voters, 2,211, 528, out of this number the ruling APC scored
987,819 while the main opposition PDP scored 1,014,474, John & Odogwu (2019). With the declared figure, the
margin of victory is 26,655, this makes it impossible to make a return and declare a winner. He referred to the
provision of section 22 of the Electoral Act which he said, was clear on what should be done John & Odogwu
(2019).
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Table 2: 2019 Governorship Election Result for 43 Local Government Council

S/No | Local Governments APC PDP

1 Bebeji 17,418 18,533
2 Madobi 24,491 24,309
3 Makoda 22,788 9,253

4 Kunchi 16,157 13,171
5 Karaye 18,770 17,163
6 Kibiya 15,760 17,373
7 Albasu 25,358 18,401
8 Garko 16,952 12,295
9 Bunkure 20,407 20,222
10 Rano 16,694 14,892
11 Danbatta 14,686 18,696
12 Bagwai 20,768 18,511
13 Tsanyawa 21,972 11,501
14 Tofa 17,506 13,885
15 Gwarzo 27,015 24,773
16 Gabasawa 18,215 14,679
17 Sahanono 20,691 14,503
18 Kabo 27,522 16,233
19 Sumaila 23,934 16,606
20 Ajingi 17,711 14,585
21 Gezawa 20,642 23,151
22 Bichi 31,958 27,644
23 Warawa 14,599 15,114
24 Kiru 28,765 27,868
25 Rimin Gado 19,453 13,777
26 Gwale 23,871 41,591
27 Wudil 18,589 18,220
28 Tudun Wada 27,917 21,556
29 Doguwa 20,696 12,642
30 Dawakin Kudu 25,657 30,901
31 Minjibir 17,707 17,952
32 Garun Malam 14,765 14,446
33 Tarauni 21,734 35,314
34 Gaya 19,202 18,090
35 Rogo 23,859 27,342
36 Ungogo 26,843 42,241
37 Dawakin Tofa 32,945 17,418
38 Kura 22,390 24,410
39 Kumbotso 24,751 40,417
40 Kano Minicipal 32,394 57,781
41 Takai 19,070 14.119
42 Dala 32,530 60,082
43 Fagge 18,370 23,344

Premium Times (2019)

Adding weight to the position of the State returning Officer, Kano State Resident Electoral Commissioner Prof.
Riskuwa Shehu said, “Section 26 of the Electoral Act stipulates that, if the margin of cancelled votes is higher
than the margin of victory you cannot make a return. We will hold re-run elections in areas where votes were
cancelled and add it to what we have and a winner will be declared.

The declaration of the election as inconclusive led to a rising tension both at the venue of the collation as well as
within the city town as political party agents and supporters exchanged divergent views as regard to their
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feelings on the outcome of the governorship poll. A member of the opposition Peoples Democratic Party Ali
Madaki for instance declared before the state returning officer and INEC Resident Electoral Commissioner that,
he had an information that there was a plan to cancel the result of Gama ward to pave way for the declaration of
the governorship election in the state as inconclusive John & Odogwu (2019). As for the APC Agent Idris Bello
Danbazau he declared at the venue of the collation that, “those who are making these claims are the criminals”
Even before the declaration of the Kano governorship election as inconclusive, there had been some waves of
crises at some critical polling wards especially Gama in the Nasarawa Local government area of the state
especially with arrest of the State Deputy Governor Nasiru Gawuna and State Commissioner for Local
Government Sule Garu by the State Police command over alleged attempt to influencing electoral rigging. As
captured by Sani (2019) their action led to a halt in the announcement of the results at the center after some
youths suspected to be supporters of the opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) tried to attack the two
officials.

The development after the declaration of the Kano governorship election as inconclusive continue to generate
mixed feelings and reactions among supporters of the two leading political parties in Kano as both sides of the
divide expressed dissatisfaction and lack of confidence on the INEC’s neutrality. Though not many predicted
that, the ruling All Progressive Congress may wins the governorship re-run, the outcome finally produces the
seating Governor Abdullahi Ganduje as the overall winner as he scored 1,033,695 to defeat the PDP candidate
Abba Kabir Yusuf who scored 1,024,713 votes.

The re-run election in Kano was allegedly not transparent especially with the experience of electoral
irregularities. As captured by Omoshola (2019), the re-run election in Kano was characterized by voter
harassment, vote buying, under age voting and violence. In another testimony, Omoshola (2019) argued,
political thugs unleashed mayhem without being resisted by the police. The evidence of electoral infraction was
so mammoth that it would be difficult for Ganduje to complete his tenure if the election result is challenged at
the tribunal.

Director Center for Democracy and Development Idayat Hassan condemned Saturday’s violence in these key
wards. The violence would “raise questions of legitimacy” of the result. According to her “journalists and
observers have been intimidated” because of a “win at all cost mentality” from politicians adding that,
“democracy is in trouble”. Adding to this testimony Idayat, Hassan (2019) argued, “two of my friends and a
sisters were wounded when thugs allegedly the supporters of the ruling APC invaded our poling unit in
Nasarawa and started lynching at the voters on the queue. They ransacked the whole polling units, attack the
INEC ad-hoc staffers and whisked away the electoral materials. Election could not hold in our polling units but
we learned that, they have declared the result of our polling unit.

The outcome of the Kano rerun elections left much that is desired hence several numbers of people were left
injured and economic losses were recorded. Ummi (2019) argued, we have received about nine victims of the
Kano rerun elections from Gama, we have treated some and admitted others. So far about seven people were
reported dead while on duty that faithful day of the election. People were forced to go in to forceful curfew for
the fear of the post-rerun election violence.

Implication on Kwankwasiyyah Movement in Nigeria

The outcome of the Kano gubernatorial poll is no doubt consequential to the political future of former Governor
Rabiu Kwankwaso, Peoples Democratic Party and indeed Kwankwasiyyah movement as a whole. However, this
paper is strictly concern about the impacts of the poll on the Kwankwasiyyah movement. At the inception, not
many Nigerians believed that, Kwankwaso and his Kwankwasiyyah movement will make any significant
impacts after the PDP Presidential primaries considering how its founder was defeated by the former Nigeria’s
Vice President Atiku Abubakar during the PDP Presidential primary elections. Not only that, the primary
election which led to the emergence of the PDP gubernatorial candidate in Kano Abba Kabir Yusuf was also
another factor that demonstrated some signs of abnormalities that Kwankwasiyyah movement may not deliver
well in the 2019 general elections in Kano.

But the because of the political uncertainty of Kano people and the way they played their politics, they
succeeded in upturning the political predictions of many observers of Kano politics. Essentially as argued by
Bukari (2019), “I am a die-hard supporter of Kwankwasiyyah movement and believed me, after the 2019
Presidential elections, I predicted an end to Kwankwasiyya especially with the poor performance of the PDP in
the Presidential polls. But because of the un-predicted nature of the Kano politics Kwankwasiyyah resurface
with full force to an extent of winning the governorship poll before it was declared inconclusive.
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One of the impacts of the 2019 elections on Kwankwasiyyah political movement is the popularity the entire
political development in Kano during the conduct of the 2019 polls has secured for the movement. The
performance of the PDP during the governorship poll has surprised many Nigerians especially considering the
manners at which the party has suffered political defeat during the Presidential polls in Kano. As argued by
Bukari (2019), with the way PDP performed during the governorship poll in Kano it has earned Kwankwaso a
high level respect among many powerful politicians in Nigeria. The performance of the party has demonstrated
that, Kwankwaso is a very reliable political game planner who carefully understands the political behavior of
Kano people and plan his political game in tandem with their political spirit to deliver perfectly for the PDP.
Arguing on the same point, Yusuf (2019) opined that, “the 2019 elections have no doubt shaped the political
prospects of Rabiu Kwankwaso and his Kwankwasiyyah political movement. Those who does not believe with
the political prospects of Kwankwaso had already begins to have a rethink, I am not a supporter of Kwankwaso
and never believed in his political ideologies but with the way he dealt with the APC in Kano I believed he is
the most reliable politician in the current Nigerian history.

Another impact of the 2019 election on Kwankwasiyyah political movement is chances of having more
supporters to joining the Kwankwasiyyah movement nationwide. The attitude of the seating government of
Ganduje during the Kano re-run election has attracted political sympathy for the Kwankwasiyyah movement.
Many people in Kano now see Kwankwaso as a political hope whose ideologies and love for Kano attracted him
massive support of over one million voters. Hashim (2019) argued, in my political ward of Gama, I know over
fifty supporters of the ruling APC who had abandoned the party to join Kwankwaso as a reaction to what they
described as “political robbery against the popular will of Kano people”. Not only that, even domestic and
foreign observers including some media and legal practitioners sympathizes with Kwankwasiyyah movement
and indeed PDP over the political irregularities allegedly masterminded to rig them of their victory. Ali (2019)
argued I am a legal practitioner who has no political party or alliance but I have offered myself to defend PDP
and Kwankwasiyyah in the tribunal as one of their voluntary legal representative. If Kwankwaso and his party
are in opposition and would be robbed like this then we shall say bye to democracy. Balaraba (2019) also argued
that, women in their hundreds organized special prayer sessions within and outside Kano to seek for divine
intervention for the Kwankwaso and PDP over what they described as “political miscarriage on his
gubernatorial candidate”.

Another impact is what many political observers predicted that. That the election petition tribunal set up to
entertain election cases emanating from the Kano governorship poll may upturn the outcome of the election in
favour of the opposition PDP. This may be a good turning point to the political popularity and prospects of the
Kwankwasiyyah. Ali (2019) argued, as a lawyer and I am learning from the lessons of the Osun State
governorship election petition tribunal which annulled the 2018 election on the ground that, the rerun elections
conducted in the state was marred by electoral rigging and consequently annulled the result of the election. The
outcome of the rerun election in Kano does not required narrating stories, there are more than the needed
evidences to probe the electoral rigging during the Kano rerun. I am optimistic that, PDP may launch a welcome
back to the seat of power in Kano at the end of the tribunal proceedings. The implication is that,
Kwankwasiyyah may set a political precedent of endurance to regain victory. On another implication, if the
election is annulled in favour of Kwankasiyyah and PDP it will serve as bitter political lesson for the electoral
riggers and those who used the tentacles of power and incumbency to manipulate the outcome of an election in
their favour.

Another impacts of the 2019 elections on Kwankwasiyyah movement is that, the movement may likely
transformed in to national political party. This is evidently clear from the overwhelming support the party is
gaining nationwide since after the conduct of the rerun elections. Balaraba (2019) argued, I have predicted that,
Kwankwaso will push this movement in to a national political agenda. Many people are already calling on
Kwankwaso to register Kwankwasiyyah as a political party and use the platform to contest for the post of the
President in 2023. She added “there are common political errors that you make which will be of political
advantage to another person. When they were harassing and intimidating innocent voters, when they were using
police to snatch ballot boxes at Gama they thought they are doing bad to Kwankwaso but unknown to them they
are buying cheap popularity for the Kano politician. Sallau (2019) on the other hand, said he and other well
wishers of Kwankwaso are mounting pressure to convince Kwankwaso to register Kwankwasiyyah as a political
party. The implication is that, the party may be one of the giant political parties to be supported by the people of
the Northern Nigeria in the 2023 generl elections.
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Another impact of the 2019 election on Kwankwasiyyah is that, many strong politicians may be counting on
Kwankwasiyyah for a fresh political alliance. Ali (2019) argued, no politician in Nigeria may likely win Kano
and by extension North-Western parts of Nigeria without counting on Kwankwaso and his Kwankwasiyyah
movement this development may create a new set of hope for the political transformation of Kwankwasiyyah.
Conclusion

This has succeeded in establishing the major political events and antecedents that characterized politics in Kano
before, during after the 2019 general elections. It has establish in a very clear terms the peculiar nature of
Kwankwasiyyah Political movement, how it was popularized among Kano people. The major findings indicated
that, the though the ruling All Progressive Congress was declared winner of the Kano governorship polls, the
major electoral irregularities that characterized the poll may lead to the annulment of the poll by the election
petitions tribunal. It was also evidently observed in the paper that, the political antecedents that characterized the
Kano governorship poll as well as the performance of the PDP and indeed Kawnkwasiyya may lead to the
transformation of the movement in to a political party. It has also being established with full evidence that, with
the experience of the Kano re-run election, there are long ways to go in terms of getting the conduct of our
election and electoral process right especially with the comments of the election observers, the electorates and
even the journalists that covered the elections.
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