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ABSTRACT 
This position paper examines the socio-economic and political development which characterized Zamfara state 
journey to state-hood twenty three years after it was created by the military administration of late General Sani 
Abacha. It focuses on critical analysis of strategic development plans of the state with special emphasis on 
major crises of sustainable development. It also conducted an assessment of sector to sector performance with 
special focus to assessing the journey so far. Education, health, agriculture, mining and solid mineral 
development as well as general insecurity and social conflict which ravaged the state since 2011. The paper 
adopts mixed research methodology of literature review and purposive interview with experts and stakeholders 
with a view to assessing both primary and secondary data for analysis and discussion. 
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Introduction 

Zamfara is a state in North-western Nigeria and its capital is Gusau. Until its creation on October 1st 1996, the 
state was part of Sokoto State. It is bounded by Sokoto State to the North, Niger and Kaduna State to the South, 
Kebbi state to the West and Katsina State to the East. It has fourteen local government council areas with total 
land areas of 37,931 km. It has a total population of 5,307,154 comprising of male population of 2,706,649 and 
female population of 2,600,506. Concerning its vegetation comprises of hot semi-arid and tropical savannah 
(NIPC 2013). The most predominant people in Zamfara state are tribes consisting of mainly Hausa/Fulani, and 
other members of Gwari, Kamuku, Kambari, Gukkawa, Bassawa, Zabarmawa, Igbo, Yoruba, Kanuri, 
Dakarkari, Igala, Ibira, Nupe and Tiv and the major occupation of the people is agriculture (Anka 2016). 
The creation of the state followed an intense struggle by the stakeholders from the state who believed that, with 
the history and socio-economic potentials that are abound the state, the Federal government of Nigeria needs to 
curved the state out of the old Sokoto State (Ibrahim 2019). Though the struggle was aborted in early 1991 with 
the creation of Kebbi State by the then military administration of Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida, agitation for the 
independent state of Zamfara continued not until in October 1996 when the then Military President General Sani 
Abacha announced the creation of Zamfara state with the capital headquarters in Gusau (Zabarma 2013). 
With fourteen local government areas, Zamfara had Colonel Jibril Bala Yakubu as its first military Governor 
and later produces four sets of Civilian Governors namely: Ahmad Sani Yarima, Mahmuda Aliyu Shinkafi, 
Abdulazeez Yari Abubakar and now Bello Muhammad Maradun (Sadeeq 2019). The state has seventeen 
emirate councils with the Emir of Anka as the Chairman of the traditional council of chiefs. 
One of the current debates about Zamfara state is its peculiarity in terms ‘drives to development”. Many 
development experts have argued for or against the trend at which Zamfara state is moving in terms of driving 
its development agenda. The popular argument is that, the spate of the development drive of Zamfara state is 
both slow and very un-impressive. Comparing the level of development in some states like Gombe, Ekiti, 
Ebonyi, and Nasarawa created alongside Zamfara state in October 1996, citizens believed that, the journey to 
statehood by Zamfara state is characterized by serious political and administrative mishaps (Maryam 2018).  



Vol-4 Issues 02, March -2020                                                                                   ISSN: 2456-9348 
                                                                                                                                 Impact Factor: 4.520 
 
 

  
International Journal of Engineering Technology Research & Management 
 

IJETRM (http://ijetrm.com/)   [10] 

Despites having low functional educational and health sectors, the state is becoming very unpopular in terms of 
agricultural development being the major occupation of its people at the beginning of the state creation. The 
solid minerals deposit which is supposed to serve as the basic catalysts for the state development has turn out to 
be more of harm than blessing to the people especially with the outbreak of the historic “led poisoning 
epidemic” which killed over thousands of Zamfara innocent people including children and women (Maryam 
2018). Added to this urgly development, is the social conflict which ravaged the state for close to ten years 
resulting to the killings of over three thousand people with majority of Zamfara communities still becoming not 
accessible by both the people and legitimate government authorities. 
Many believed that, the crises of development in Zamfara begins with the inability of Zamfara state to develop 
from the inception a realistic vision document as well as strategic development plans that would guide the 
implementation of the state development agenda. Others also see the crises to be an aftermath of the failure of 
the political class to decide the right paths for the state through constant engagement with the government and 
also setting up of an elders committee that will put an eye to the seating government on matters related to 
execution of the state development plans and governance modalities generally. Added to this also is the ending 
political rivalry among different political class since 2011 which led to the unfortunate emergence of political 
leaders that are considered not the best for the state. 
The objective of this paper is to examine the journey so far since the creation of the state in 1996 and explore 
different opinions as to why Zamfara is where it is today in terms of development and how the failure of 
developing realistic vision and strategic development agenda for governance brought the state to where it is as 
the last in the country in almost every aspect of socio-economic and political development, the paper adopted 
mixed methodology of literature review and field interviews to allow for access to both primary and secondary 
data for comparative analysis. 
From Kingdom to State: An Over-view of Historical Transformation of Zamfara State 
The emergence of Zamfara people could precisely be traced to 11th Century AD. Just like other ancient cities in 
Hausa such as Kano, Katsina, Gobir, Kabi and Zazzau Birnin Zamfara developed through a political journey and 
structure to became one of the most prominent city states in entire Hausaland. The people who are the 
inhabitants of the areas called Birnin Zamfara were known for war, farming, fishing trade and commerce as well 
as and spiritual monotheism “Tsafi” (Anka 2018).  
The political kingdom called Birnin Zamfara occupied up to the area around the bend of River Rima to the 
North west and River Kaura in the south west. History has shown that, from the period of the 11th century AD 
when the kingdom was established to 16th century when it become a full blown city-state the headquarters of 
Birnin Zamfara shifted dramatically with the movement of the kingdom from place to place. In the views of 
(Sanusi 2017), the headquarters of Birnin Zamfara started at Dutsi before it reaches Birnin Zamfara in the first 
half of the 18th century and because of the activities of war, the warriors of Gobir defeated and destroyed the 
kingdom paving the way for the emergence of Anka town. 
Even as at that period from the 11th century to the beginning of the 18th century. Birnin Zamfara was inhabited 
by Hausa and Fulani socio-cultural groups hence they occupied over 90% of the population of the entire city. 
Popular among the tribes that are commonly found within Birnin Zamfara area included,  Zamfarawa mainly 
from Anka, Gummi, Bukkuyum and Talata Mafara Local Governments areas. Gobirawa from Shinkafi Local 
Government, Burmawa are found around Bakura and Fulani mostly found around Bungudu, Maradun, Gusau 
and are also scattered all over the State. While in Tsafe, Bungudu and Maru Local Governments there majority 
of Katsinawa, people of Garewa and Hadejawa and Alibawa commonly found in Kaura Namoda and Zurmi. 
The major activities of the people of Birnin Zamfara was hunting, farming, dyeing, mat making, fisheries, cloth 
and cap making as well as intra and inter trade relations. The predominant religion of the people is Islam hence 
it is among the first cities of Hausa states where the activities of Wangara Islamic scholars spread. Though at the 
beginning of the 19th and 20th century, when the activities of the Christian missions spread deeply across the 
Caliphate, Christian religion was accepted by some locals especially in areas around Kwatarkwashi, Chafe and 
Gummi local government areas of the state (Anka 2018). The common languages used by the locals is Hausa 
inter-mixed with Fulfulde language while some people from part of Shinkafi speaks Gobiranchi because of the 
presence of the Gobir people from Isah and Sabon Birni (Anka 2018). 
For centuries, the socio-economic development in Birnin Zamfara like many other city states of Hausaland led 
to the emergence of many prominent features  including centers of commerce and scholarship. Yandoto which is 
one of the most historic teaching and learning centers in the Hausaland make Birnin Zamfara very prominent as 
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scholars and teachers from across the Sahel region and Sudan visited and resided in the center for the 
development of knowledge and scholarship (Anka 2018). The popularity of the Birnin Zamfara and indeed 
strong nature of its political structure make it attractive for the Sokoto Jihad leaders hence the Jihad activities of 
the Shaykh Usman Ibn Fodio was extended to the entire parts of the Birnin Zamfara area (Anka 2018). In fact 
during the Jihad time, Usman Danfodiyo settled in Sabon Gari where Sarkin Zamfara Abarshi had already 
established a garrison headquarters during the early days of his Jihad as a base from where he fought Gobir and 
Kabi (Mada Link 2012). 
At the wake of the British colonialism, the emerging town of Gusau became an important commercial and 
administrative center with road and rail networks passing through it. With the creation of States during the 
Gowon Administration, Zamfara Kingdom became part of the then North West State and latter Sokoto State. 
Zamfara State from Creation to Present 1996-2020 
Zamfara state was created by the former military administration of General Sani Abacha in October 1st 1996 
alongside five other states. Its first military Governor was Colonel Jubril Yakubu and it was created with 
fourteen local government areas namely Anka, Bakura, Bukkuyum, Birnin Magaji, Bungudu, Gusau, Gummi, 
Kaura Namoda, Maru, Maradun, Talatar Mafara,Tsafe, and Zurmi. To strengthen the support of the traditional 
political institutions since inception the then administration of Jubril Bala Yakubu established five emirate 
councils namely: Anka, Gusau, Gummi, Kaura-Namoda, Shinkafi and Talatar Mafara. The emirates were also 
expanded to seventeen from five by the civilian administration of Ahmad Sani Yarima as captured below: 
Table 1: Names of the Emirate  Councils in Zamfara State 
S/No Emirates Name of Emirs 

 
1 Anka Attahiru Muhd Ahmad 
2 Bakura Eng. Bello Sani 
3 Bukkuyum Muhammad Usman 
4 Bungudu Hassan Attahiru 
5 Birnin Magaji Hussaini Dan-Ali 
6 Gummi Rtd Justice Lawal Hassan 
7 Gusau Alh Ibrahim Bello 
8 Kaura Namoda Ahmad Muhd Asha 
9 Maru Abubakar Gado Maigari 
10 Maradun Garba Muhd Tambari 
11 Shinkafi Muhammad Makwashe Isah 
12 Tsafe Muhammad Bawa 
13 Zurmi Abubakar Atiku 
14 Moriki Ismaila Muhd Ari 
15 Kwatarkwashi Ahmad Umar 
16 Dansadau Husaaini Umar 
17 Talatar Mafar Muhd Bello Barmo 
Source: Anka 2017 
 
From 1999 to present, the state was governed by one military and four civilian Governors. The civilian 
governors were produced through different political parties as demonstrated below: 
Table 2: Names of State Governors since 1996 
1 Col. Jibril Bala Yakubu Military 1996-1999 
2 Ahmad Sani Yarima APP/ANPP 1999-2007 
3 Mahmuda Aliyu Shinkafi ANPP/PDP 2007-2011 
4 Abdul’azeez Abubakar Yari ANPP/APC 2011-2019 
5 Muhd Bello Matawalle PDP 2019 to date 
Source: Anka 2017 
The state is the first to re-introduced Shariah legal system in the country in October 2000 and established 
various Shariah research and development agencies to strengthen the implementation of Shariah legal system in 
the state. They comprises Hisabah Commission, Shariah Research and Development Agency, Anti-Corruption 
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Commission, Public Complaint Commission as well as established Shariah courts with Khadis and Shariah 
judges as the heads. The state also enacted Shariah Civil and Criminal Procedure Laws and also restricted 
magistrate courts from trying cases of civil and criminal jurisdiction involving Muslims in the state.  
An Assessment of Crises of Development 
There have been conflicting opinions as to the main cause of development crises in Zamfara state since its 
creation in 1996. While some are of the opinion that, the state begins with poor foundation in terms of setting up 
of short-medium and long term development goals others, are of the views that, the development crises is caused 
by the failure of leadership institutions to identify and execute specific development goals that will change the 
fortune of things in the state. (Maryam 2020) for instance argued, the crops of leadership elected and those 
appointed in Zamfara especially from 1999 to date have failed in their wisdom to design an agenda that will 
defines the direction for the development of the state. They are not only clueless in terms of leadership needs but 
they allow politics to overrides their focus on development agenda for the state. (Tukur 2020) on the other hand, 
connect the crises to lack of concern from the elders of the state who are supposed to be tracking the steps of 
those in the helm of affairs. Also people like (Yawale 2020) argued that, development crises in Zamfara is 
mostly connected to the leadership recruitment mechanism as the political foundation set up by the former first 
civilian Governor of the state Ahmad Sani Yarima succeeded in polluting the mindset of the people who 
believed sharing of money in the name of human empowerment as the only political practice which must be 
sustained by any political leader in the state.  
Despites the diverse arguments, the fact of the matter is that, Zamfara state has earned much in terms of 
revenues and cash flow which shall be more than enough to change many bad stories in terms of citizen’s 
demand for development. From 1999 to date, Zamfara has received a cash flow of over two and a half trillion 
naira both from the remittances from the federation account, bailout funds, Paris Club excesses refunds, bond 
from international financial institutions and loan from local banks. Comparative to this in the opinion of (Hamza 
2018), there is no much to show that, Zamfara state is serious in terms of actualizing its vision for true 
development. For instance in the year 2017 alone estimate from the National Bureau of Statistics has indicated 
that, Zamfara state has received over 25 billion naira as disbursement from the federation account as monthly 
statutory allocation between the month of January to December 2017 as indicated below: 
 Table 3: Cash Allocation to ZSG in 2017 
Month Amount Released 

 
January N1,862,992,155.14 
February N2,180,150,710.30 
March N1,868,580,314.92 
April N2,137,194,965.09 
May  N1,842,384,187.47 
June N2,160,461,299.80 
July N3,455,962,567.02 
August N2,197,630,961.80 
September N3,053,330,691.79 
October N2,506,665,609.34 
November  N2,356,276,988.69 
December N2,831,197,770.95 
Source: NBS 2017 
This amount do not include the sum of 41.2 billion naira commercial loans and another sets of 37 billion naira 
LNG and other repayment such as Paris Club excess deduction made to the state in two trenches amounting to 
over 18 billion naira (Hamza 2018). Also in the same 2017 the fourteen local government councils have 
collected worth over 19 billion naira as monthly allocation from the federation account for the period of twelve 
months January-December as indicated below: 
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Table 4: Cash Allocation Zamfara LGA’s in 2017 
Local Government Amount Released 

 
Anka N1,499,377,490.57 
Bakura N1,492,789,153.64 
Bukkuyum N1,717,072,886.60 
Bungudu N1,889,984,791.16 
Gummi N1,658,773,350.58 
Gusau N2,289,513,211.74 
Kaura-Namoda N1,783,385,021.58 
Birnin Magaji/ N1,584,376,318.25 
Maradun  N1,707,848,005.97 
Maru N2,195,452,952.69 
Shinkafi N1,418,438,875.18 
Talatar Mafara N1,646,021,383.73 
Tsafe N1,757,724,938.03 
Zurmi N1,919,012,509.31 
Source: NBS 2017 
With all the cash flow received by the state within its twenty years of existence as a state, its  annual 
performance in terms of implementation of its capital budget since 2011 for instance is always below 50% due 
to the shortage of funds as projected as well as corruption and mismanagement of the public resources (Hamza 
2018). Again even with this challenge, the state was unable to enhance its internally generated revenue 
strategies as hardly Zamfara state earned up to four billion naira as annual Internally Generated Revenue (IGR) 
since 2011 as evidence shows below: 
Table 5: IGR Accrual for Zamfara 
Fiscal Year IGR Realized 

 
2011 N2.72b 
2012 N2.96b 
2013 N2.37b 
2014 N2.35b 
2015 N3,43b 
2016 N2,978 
2017 N3.60b 
2019 N3.97b 
Source BWG Zamfara State 2018 
Zamfara state has one of the most unfavorable stocks of domestic debt among states in Nigeria. As indicated in 
the data from National Bureau of Statistics, this debt as majority of the citizens argued, has not added significant 
value to the practical development needs of the state. Data from DMO for instance revealed that, Zamfara’s 
domestic debt stock grew to N59.90bn recorded as at December 31st 2018 from the 12.97bn recorded as at 
December 31st 2011 when Yari took over. The external debt stock also rose to $33.52m from $26.31m during 
the same period. Different from the data released by the Debt Management Office (DMO) the transition 
committee set up by the administration of Bello Matawalle in 2019 alleged that, Yari has for instance left behind 
a debt profile of N251bn. 
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Table 6: Domestic Debt Profile per States 
S/No State Debt Stock (N) 

 
S/No State Debt Stock (N) 

 
1 Abia N67,017,185,858.92 12 Katsina N30,852,661,159.10 
2 Adamawa N89,659,119,455,46 13 Kebbi N67,442,333,186.56 
3 Akwa Ibom N198.663,229,326.07 14 Kogi N84,822,376,449.78 
4 Anambra N33,490,668,536.72 15 Kwara N59,135,900,168.96 
5 Bauchi N92,367,170,606.61 16 Lagos N530,243,773,934.40 
6 Bayelsa N130,043,473,800.97 17 Nasarawa N85,363,485,609.87 
7 Benue N97,347,605,190.14 18 Niger N41,831,488,692.26 
8 Borno N68,381,705,608.58 19 Ogun N98,716,941,494.10 
9 Cross River N167,955,848,722.32 20 Ondo N49,123,506,028.25 
10 Delta N228,805,996,159.83 21 Osun N148,101,237,664.94 
11 Ebonyi N55,597,352,310.28 22 Oyo N91,515,576,366.15 
12 Edo N86,820,254,212.61 31 Plateau N100,366,505,578.83 
13 Ekiti N118,011,414,814.34 32 Rivers N225,592,469150.22 
14 Enugu N55,032,067,848.83 33 Sokoto N38,604,705,528.74 
15 Gombe N63,337,930,142.60 34 Taraba N61,508,573,011.13 
16 Imo N98,782,494,271.48 35 Yobe N27,772,599,253.39 
17 Jigawa N35,163,169,800.26 36 Zamfara N59,900,241,661.65 
18 Kaduna N84,637,112,775.54 37 FCT N164,245,377,802.60 
19 Kano N117,082,317,490.54    
Source: DMO 2018 
Despites this favourable cash flow the wide gap and margin between the flow of resources within the past 
twenty three years and level of development recorded remained a source of concern. This is evident from the 
crises that bedeviled almost all critical sectors of development in the state.  
Strategic Development Plan 1996-2020. 
Not until in year 2013 when SPARC/DFID supported the state Ministry for Budget and Economic Planning to 
develop a five year strategic development plan for the state, Zamfara have never had a strategic planning 
document which is design to provide a sense of direction for the development of the state. The 2013 strategic 
planning document developed by SPARC/DFID for Zamfara state was put on to address critical concerns of the 
development agenda of the state (Gayari 2017). But the document has never been put to use for the simple 
reason that, Zamfara state needs a vision paper first through which strategic development plans can be designed 
and beyond that, the document has been described by even those within the government as an external idea 
which has not in actual sense capture the real and genuine development grievances of the people of the state 
(Rabiu 2018). 
Again not until now when the present administration set up the “state strategic development planning 
committee” many have ruled out the possibilities of having a clear vision document which defines the 
development strategies of the state and also ways of implementing it to the later in order to address the urgent 
development needs of the people. 
Crises in the Education Sector 
Education has suffered a heavy blow in Zamfara with a lot crises ranging from poor teaching facilities, in 
adequate funding, non qualified teachers, as well as lack of effective library and laboratories for research and 
innovations (Maryam 2018). The under-development of the education sector in Zamfara state like many 
stakeholders agreed may not be unconnected with government lack of interest to effectively map out strategies 
that will make education functional and effective in changing the lives of the people. This lack of government 
interest in education as canvassed by many stakeholders can be justified through sample presentation its three 
annual appropriation plan for the sector as demonstrated below: 
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Table 7: Zamfara State Capital Budget for Education 
He
ad 

Items/Activities 2017 
Proposde 

Actual  2016 
Proposed 

Actual Released 2015 
Proposed 

Actual Released 

101 Schools 
Expanssion 
Program 

N800,00,00
0 

N1,116,244,88
8 

N1,000,000,000 N207,274,150.07 N1,150,000,000 N257,384,917.43 

102 School Structure 
Ren. 

N800,000,0
00 

N581,596,955 N710,000,000 N294,882,379,.67 N1,000,000,000 N535,407,867.48 

103 Laboratory/works
h. 

N10,000,00
0 

N619,153,700 N10,000,000 N15,120,000.00 N50,000,000 0 

104 Game Facilities N3,000,000 0 Tentative 0 N30,000,000 0 
105 Audio/video 

Teaching Aids 
N2,000,000 0 N5,000,000 0 Tentative O 

106 Library 
Equipment 

N3,000,000 0 Tentative 0 Tentative 0 

107 Computer 
Training 

N10,000,00
0 

0 N21,000,000 0 50,000,000 0 

108 Students Uniform Tentative 0 Tentative 0 Tentative 0 
109 Educ. Resource 

Center 
N5,000,000 0 N10,000,000 0 N30,000,000 0 

110 Agency for 
Nomadic Educ. 

N15,000,00
0 

0 N20,000,000 0 N10,000,000 0 

111 Mass Education N5,000,000 0 N10,000,000 0 N50,000,000 0 
112 Women Cont. 

Educ 
N20,000,00
0 

0 N30,000,000 0 Tentative 0 

Budget Working Group, Zamfara 2018 
 
This challenge of poor funding has virtually affected all aspect of the state education especially on the 
performance of the students. Estimate has it that 90% of the pupils who have graduated from Primary school and 
are planning to proceeds to the junior secondary schools cannot write a simple sentence in English let alone 
speaks fluently with others except very few who have the opportunity of being enroll in to some selected private 
schools within the capital city (Rabiu 2018). Also Zamfara always take the last position when it comes to the 
release of WAEC and NECO since 2015 this is besides government reluctance in getting the poor result released 
to the pupils for possible reseat. As argued by Prof. Charles Uwakwe the Registrar of NECO, “Zamfara state 
record s the worst result , only 24 out of the 186 candidates obtained five credits and above representing 12.90% 
IN 2017”. The challenge is, there are to some extent availability of the schools but without quality of the 
teaching man power. As at 2012, below is the estimate of the number of public and private primary schools in 
Zamfara state: 
Table 8: Number of Public and Private Primary Schools as at 2012  
Local Government Public School Private 

School 
Anka 75 5 
Bakura 61  
Birnin Magaji 80  
Bukkuyum 84  
Bungudu 126 9 
Gummi 77  
Gusau 124 63 
Kaura Namoda 93 6 
Maradun 76  
Maru 115  
Shinkafi 70  
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Talata Mafara 104 8 
Tsafe 122  
Zurmi 107  
Total 1,314 91 
Source: ZSPEAC Field Work 2012 
   
 The crises in the education sector has also affected the quality of the human resources hence, the poor result 
earned by the students in Zamfara state is connected to the proliferation of non qualified teachers that are 
recruited by the government. The report by the Primary Education Assessment Committee set up by Zamfara 
State Government has actually demonstrated that, the gap between professional and non professional teachers in 
the public primary schools in Zamfara has direct effects on the nature of result they are likely to graduate with 
Table 9: TEACHERS WITH TEACHING & Non Teaching Qualifications      
Qualification Total Qualification Total 
 B.Ed 65 Bachelors 66 
NCE 3,032 HND/ND/DIP 616 
Diploma 7 Grade 11 2,491 
PGDE 14 SSCE 2,094 
  Other Certificates 273 
Source: ZSPEAC Field Work 2012 
 
Zamfara also has a state owned college of education located at Maru offering over thirty courses and graduated 
over ten thousand NCE holders but according to the findings of the primary schools education assessment 
committee, majority of the students graduated by the college are not fit to be teachers of the primary schools due 
to low quality of their teaching capacity (Mayanchi 2018). The only state college of arts and science which was 
established to runs remedial, pre-degree programmes as well some diploma courses has almost become 
malfunctioned hence students from the state are longer interested to enroll in to the college due to the poor 
standard of its infrastructures and low academic capacity of some of its teaching staff (Bashir 2019). The state 
school of Nursing and Midwifery for the past seven years cannot get national accreditation of its Nursing and 
Midwifery courses due to deficiency in terms of its infrastructures hence if not with the support of the 
DFID/Women for Health project the institution would have become in-active (Adamu 2019). Of course the 
State College of Health Science situated in Tsafe has been graduating students who are trained on the areas of 
Health Information Management system, Dental, Laboratory Sciences and Environmental, 80% of the students 
are from the neigbouring states of Katsina, Kaduna, Sokoto, Kebbi and Niger State hence the indigenous 
students could not get the minimum credit requirements to get admission in the college (Yusuf 2019).  
Also there are three federal high institutions in the state namely; Federal University Gusau, Federal College of 
Education and Federal Polytechnic Kaura Namoda and with the exception of the Federal College of Education 
Technical where the state has 23.64% of the enrolment, in Federal Polytechnic Kaura Namoda the number of 
Zamfaa indigenes are just within the average 7.25% while the remaining 92% are all from the other states of the 
Federation. (Yusuf 2019). As for the Federal University Gusau if you exclude those enrolling for the pre-degree 
programmes, not up to 10.23% are indigenes of the state (Yusuf, 2019). 
Crises in the Health Sector 
The health sector just like education has suffered serious neglect by the successive administrations. The 
condition of some of the health facilities in the state are in bad shape with the exception of few secondary 
facilities renovated recently. As argued by (Rabiu 2019), with the exception of Maru, Bukkuyum, Zurmi and 
General Hospital Gusau, all the secondary health facilities especially the General Hospitals across local 
government councils are below the average standard. The wards are insufficient to accommodate the population, 
the facilities are not enough, and especially during outbreaks patients are being admitted on the bear floor hence 
the number of beds and mattresses in some of the facilities are in adequate (Rabiu 2019). 
As for the primary health facilities (Adamu 2019) argued, if not for the development partners and National 
Primary Health Care Development Agency, primary health care system in Zamfara would have collapsed 
entirely. Women for Health for instance, have to renovate over one hundred primary health care centers and also 
equipped them with beds, mattresses and supply them with drugs. This poor condition of infrastructures in the 
state health facilities resulted to Zamfara state having the worst indices in terms of maternal and child death as 
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data released by Advocacy Nigeria a non-governmental organization working in the area of health sector 
provides. 
Table 10 : Health Indicators for Zamfara State 
S/No Health Factor Statistics 
 Population of Women of Child Birth (WCBA) 1,014,136 
 Child Maternal Death per annum 11,000.00 
 Pregnant Women Death per day 30 
 Doctors posted within the Capital city 270 representing 78% 
 Doctors posted to the remaining 13 LGs 75 taking care of 4million people 
 Delivery Death 1,025/100,000 birth 
Source: Advocacy Nigeria, Zamfara Office 
Human resource deficit is also another area of crises in the health sector. Zamfara with a population of 4.7 
million people according to the 2017 census projection, has inadequate number of health personals which are 
needed to manage the existing health facilities in the state. Apart from over concentration of the scarce human 
resources in to the urban centers like Gusau the capital city, government is not making concerted effort to 
employ enough additional manpower and also invest heavily in the provision of the needed infrastructures in the 
state health training institutions. This plus many other challenges have influenced many medical personals to 
exit the service of the state health facilities for the Federal Medical Center Gusau, Teaching Hospitals and even 
private health facilities. As at 2015, below is the estimate of the human resource for health data for Zamfara 
state: 
Table 11 : Summary of Health Human Resource (HR) situation in Zamfara State 
 
S/No Caliber of Staff Total Available 
1 Female Doctor 4 
2 Male Doctor 53 
3 Pharmacists 6 
4 Male Nurses 246 
5 Female Nurses 125 
6 Midwives 95 
7 Nurses/Midwives 210 FMC 
8 MSS Midwives 90 
9 Sure-P Midwives 5 
 Total 834 
1 Community Health Officer 93 
2 Senior Community Health Extension Workers (CHEWS) 768 
3 Junior Community Health Extension Workers 441 
4 Laboratory Scientist 62 
5 Environmental Health Assistance 816 
6 Medical Record Officer 198 
7 Pharmacy Technician 88 
8 Laboratory Technician/Assistance 297 
9 MSS CHEWS 60 
10 SURE-P CHEWS 32 
 Total 2,855 
 
Source: Human Resource Information System Unit (MoH), 2013 
 
The breakdown above explained further that, Zamfara state as at 2015 has failed to meet up with the National 
benchmark set up by the Federal Ministry of Health on medical personals/patient ratio. This is as demonstrated 
below: 
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Table : Gap analysis of human resources for Health in Zamfara State 
Categories Nat. Target No Available 

Zamfara 
Available 2013 

Target 
Gaps 

Doctors 473 172 0.34 1/8000 301 
Nurses/Midwives 1,968 682 0.67 1/4000 1,286 
Pharmacists 827 36 0.4 1/4000 791 
Dental Surgeons Tech /Asst. 827 67 0.1 1/4000 760 
Lab Scientists 827 145 0.14 1/4000 682 
Lab Technicians/Ass 827 179 0.3 1/4000 648 
Source: HMIS Unit (MOH), 2013 
Crises in Agriculture 
The crises are no doubt of consequential effects on the development of agriculture which is the usual pride of 
the state. Since the creation of the state, agriculture has been contributing greatly in ensuring sustainable food 
security of the state. The impact if the agricultural activities of Zamfara people at the beginning spread across  
the entire North-western region where the state is located and also the country at large. As argued by (Hashim 
2019), during the reign of Senator Yarima as a Governor, his popular agricultural revolution programme 
(ZACAREP) has been able to lift the status of Zamfara farmers as well as empowers them to embark on massive 
commercial agricultural activities. Record has shown that, between 2004 and 2007, Zamfara state has sold out 
grains worth over eight billion naira to the Federal Government of Nigeria (Hashim 2019). 
However, the narrative has changed over the time especially by 2011 with the emerging insurgency which 
affected mostly the farming communities in the state. Potential agricultural areas such as Dansadau, parts of 
Chafe, Zurmi, Shinkafi, Gummi, Anka and Bukkuyum have been put on ban from carrying out their farming 
activities due to the threat by the suspected bandits. (Yusuf 2019) argued, based on the available records, 80% of 
the farmers around Dansadau area have been banned out of their farms especially that, the suspected bandits 
threatened farming communities to stay clear from their farms or risk of being killed. Evidences have also 
shown that, those who ignored the warning falls victims of the bandits attack. Food production has been 
declined significantly in Zamfara state with the Federal Ministry of Agriculture raising concerns that, close to 
50% of the food available in Zamfara state is imported from the neigbouring states of Kano, Katsina and 
Kaduna state (Raji 2018). 
Beside this, the government policies toward agriculture has also not shown significant improvement especially 
from 2011 to date hence the budgetary provision to the sector is inadequate  to address the changing needs of the 
agricultural status of the state. Rabiu (2018) for instance argued that, in 2015, 2016 and 2017 the capital 
component of budget of agriculture was 4.7%, 4.6% and 5.2% of the entire capital budget respectively. 
Government has also not made concerted effort to revive the Bokolori Irrigation Project in order to enhance rice 
and wheat production among the farmers in the area. Also, the state government has not demonstrated its 
political will of keying in to the federal government agricultural development programmes and also failed in its 
own bid to remit its matching grants on very important World Bank special agricultural intervention 
programmes such as Fadama111, IFAD and even the CSDP (Dahiru 2018). 
Table : Agricultural Agencies and Status of the Release of Matching Grants 
S/No Name of the Agency 2015 2016 2017 2018 
1 Matching Grant to IFAD 0 0 0 0 
2 Matching Grant to CSDP 0 0 0 0 
3 Matching Grant to Fadama 111 0 0 0 0 
4 Matching Grant to Trimming Program  0 0 0 0 
Source: BWG, Zamfara 2018 
The crises have also affected the livestock component of the state agricultural development. Since 2011 when 
the social conflict started in Nigeria, cattle rustling has influenced massive movement of Fulani herdsmen with 
their bulks of cattle out of Zamfara state, in the views of (Anka 2018), estimate has shown that, over 100 
hundred Fulani households and their cattle were forced out of Zamfara state since the beginning of the social 
conflict in the state. The development affected the state capacity in terms of meat and milk production as well 
triggers unending tension between Fulani herdsmen and the local farmers. Also in the opinion of (Isah 2018) as 
cited by (Anka 2018), due to the cattle rustling and armed banditry cows and sheep have to be imported all the 
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way from Jigawa and Adamawa or in alternative the neigbouring Niger Republic to meet up with the meat 
requirement of the over four million people in Zamfara state. 
Crises in Solid Minerals and Small Scales Artisanal Mining 
Zamfara is one of the states blessed with abundance minerals resources with an estimates of annual revenue 
earning from mining of gold alone worth $500,000,000 annually according to the former Minister of Finance 
Ngozi Okonja. Also as argued by (Lawan 2018), It is estimated that, gold mining in Zamfara state alone fetch 
the state up to $2 billion per year when properly organized. Though solid minerals is at the exclusive list of the 
federal government of Nigeria, states like Zamfara can develop initiatives that would assist its people to take 
advantage of the availability of the solid minerals to enhance job opportunity and renewed a living . As argued 
by (Lawan 2018), Zamfara state has not significantly take advantage of the federal government’s offer to willing 
state governments to set up investment vehicles to apply for mining license in partnership with the investors. 
The negative effects of the crises in the solid minerals and small scales artisanal mining, also resulted to the 
world wide concern of the outbreak of the deadly lead poisoning epidemic in some selected areas of the state 
which resulted to the death of over 1000 people including 400 children. The devastating effects of unprotected 
mining among Zamfara mining communities resulted to the world wide calls for Zamfara state government to 
take up the challenge by seizing on the federal offer for licensing., the envisage creation of 110,000 artisanal 
jobs and 250,000 others in gold supply chain presents an opportunity for the state to reap revenue, mob up 
jobless youths and reclaim the state from the criminals. 
Social Conflict and General Insecurity 
As a result of the social conflict which characterized the state for close to ten years, the state has suffered 
inadequacy in terms peaceful living, the conflict which started from cattle rustling transformed to armed 
banditry and later turns to abduction and kidnapping for ransom. Evidences have shown that, over 3000 people 
including women and children were loss to the eight years old conflict with over 1,200 houses and structures 
destroyed and burnt by the bandits (Adamu 2019). Besides this the MD Abubakar led committee on the causes 
of the social conflict in Zamfara has it that, family and relations have paid over 3 billion naira to payment of 
ransom for their love ones within the period of eight years. As at now, there are over 6000 displaced people with 
over hundred communities deserted by the residence due to the fear of further attack by the suspected bandits 
(Anka 2018). 
Conclusion 
This paper has discussed in very extensive terms the summary of Zamfaar state journey to statehood with 
special concern on those very important sectors that are considered critical to the development of the state. The 
level of reluctance from the site of the political class to influenced strong mechanism that will accelerate rapid 
development remain a source of concern. Unless action is hasten to change the narratives by repositioning things 
and effectively address the development needs of the state, Zamfara may not be pull out of the present 
development crises. The state is not only demanding for effective vision plan, but also strategies and political 
will from the government and indeed all actors to influence the rapid change.  
The state also required some sense of direction through constant engagement between government actors and 
indeed the citizens for the continue alignment and re-alignment of critical indicators of development so that the 
overall objectives of the state could be achieved.  
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